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CHLOROPHIS CARINATUS ANDERSSON, 1901, PROPOSED 
NOMENCLATURAL PRECEDENCE OVER PHILOTHAMNUS NIGROFASCIATUS 
BUCHHOLZ AND PETERS, 1875, ITS SENIOR SUBJECTIVE SYNONYM. 
(REPTILIA; COLUBRIDAE) Z.N.(S.) 2174. 

By Barry Hughes (University of Ghana, Legon, Ghana) 


The harmless African Green Snakes of the genus Philothamnus were last 
reviewed by Loveridge (1958) who listed nigrofasciatus Buchholz and Peters in 
the synonymy of Philothamnus semivariegatus nitidus (Günther, 1863). In the 
course of a new revision of Philothamnus Smith, 1840 (with which Chlorophis 
Hallowel, 1857, was synonymised by Loveridge, 1951: 189), the type of 
nigrofasciatus was studied in the Zoologisches Museum, Humboldt Universitat, 
Berlin (where it is numbered 8320) and found to agree with the description of 
Buchholz and Peters except that the anal scale is entire, not divided. However, 
the type of nigrofasciatus is not a specimen of nitidus Günther nor of 
semivariegatus Smith (1847), but of Chlorophis carinatus Andersson, 1901. 
Since Andersson established the name, carinatus has been used in the 
combination Chlorophis carinatus on 27 occasions in 18 journals by 15 different 
authors (cited by Loveridge, 1958: 60), and since Loveridge (1951a) in the. 
combination Philothamnus heterodermus carinatus on 8 occasions in 5 journals 
by 6 authors. In accordance with Article 79(b) of the Code approved by the XVII 
International Congress of Zoology, Monaco, in 1972, the following are a 
selection of “-at least 5 different authors and in at least 10 publications --” in 
which carinatus has been used during the past 50 years: 


HECHT, G. 1929 Zool. Anz. vol. 81: 331. 

. WERNER, F. 1929 Zool. Jahrb. Syst. vol. 57: 100. 

. WITTE, G.F. de 1933 Ann. Mus. Congo belge, Zool: (1) vol. 3: 80. 
SCHWETZ; J.1934 Rev. zool. bot. Afr. vol. 25: 380. 

LOVERIDGE, A. 1936 Fid Mus. nat. hist. (zool. ser.) vol. 22: 28. 
= 1936 Bull. Mus. comp. zool. Harv. vol. 79: 243. 
PITMAN, C.R.S. 1936 Uganda J. vol. 3: 274. 

BOGERT, C.M. 1940 Bull. Amer. Mus. nat. Hist. vol. 77: 51. 
MERTENS, R. 1941 Zool. Anz. vol. 135: 278. 

MONARD, A. 1951 Mem. Inst. fr. Afr. noire (1): 150. 
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2. Since its establishment nigrofasciatus Buchholz and Peters has been 
used on three occasions: by Matschie (1883: 212), Sjostedt (1897: 35) and 
Werner (1898: 209), but not once in this century. According to the Code, Article 
23(a-b), nigrofasciatus should be referred to the Commission for a decision. 


3. The International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature is therefore 
asked:- 


(1) to use its plenary powers to rule that the specific name carinatus, as 
published in the combination Chlorophis carinatus Andersson, 1901, 
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is to be given nomenclatural precedence over the specific name 
nigrofasciatus, as published in the combination Philothamnus 
nigrofasciatus Buchholz & Peters, 1875, by any zoologist who 
considers that those names apply to the same zoological taxon. 
Having done so, l ; 

(2) to place the specific name carinatus, aS published in the 
combination Chiorophis carinatus Andersson, 1901, on the Official 
List of Specific Names in Zoology, with the ruling that it has been 
granted nomenclatural precendenceover Philothamnus nigrofasciatus 
Buchholz & Peters, 1875; 

(3) to place the specific name nigrofasciatus Buchholz & Peters, 1875, as 
published in the binomen Philothamnus nigrofasciatus, onthe Official 
List of Specific Names in Zoology, with an endorsement that it is not 
to be used in preference to the specific name carinatus Andersson, 
1901, as published in the binomen Chlorophis carinatus by any 
zoologist who considers that both names apply to the same taxon. 

4. | wish to acknowledge the advice and assistance generously given me 
by Dr. 1.W.B. Nye, Member of the Commission. 


LITERATURE CITED 


ANDERSSON, L.G. 1901. Some new species of snakes from Cameroon and South America, 
belonging to the collections of the Royal Museum in Stockholm. Bih. K. svenska 
Vet. Akad. Handi. vol. 27(5): 1-26. 

BUCHHOLZ, R. & PETERS, W. 1875. Ueber die von Dr. R. Buchholz in Westafrika 
gesammelten Amphibien. Monatsb. Akad. Wiss. Berlin: 196-212. 

HUGHES, B. & BARRY, D.H. 1969. The snakes of Ghana: achecklist and key. Bull. Inst. fr. 
Afr. noire (A) vol. 31: 1004-1041. 

LOVERIDGE, A. 1951. On reptiles and amphibians from Tanganyika Territory collected by 
C.J.P. lonides. Bull. Mus. comp. Zool. Harv. vol. 106: 177-204. 

1951a. Synopsis of the African Green Snakes (Philothamnus inc. Chiorophis) 

with the description of a new form. Bull. Inst. R.Sci. nat. Belg. vol. 27 (37): 1-12. 

1958. Revision of five African snake genera. Bull. Mus. comp. zool. Harv. 

vol. 119(1): 1-198. 

MATSCHIE, P. 1893. Die Reptilien und Amphibien des Togogebietes. Mitt. Forschreis. 
Gelehrt. dt. Schutzgeb. vol. 6: 207-215. 

SJOSTEDT, Y. 1897. Reptilien aus Kamerun, West-Afrika. Bihang. t. k. Svenska Vet. Akad. 
Hand. vol. 23 (4): 1-36. 

WERNER, F. 1898. Ueber Reptilien und Batrachier aus Togoland, Kamerun und Tunis aus dem 
kgl. Museum fur Naturkunde in Berlin Il. Verh.Zoo/. -bot. Ges. Wien vol. 48: 191-213. 


